, Lewis Edwards (1799- ), a bookbinder & Eliza Dunham. 
Greek revival 


Worthington Historic District 


Berlin Historic Society: Walking Tour of Berlin’s Historic District 

Lewis Edwards house, located just north of the Meetinghouse. Built in 1835, this is a fine 
example of Greek revival style popular 1830-1850, Lewis Edwards was a bookbinder. In the late 19" 
century the building became a parsonage of the Berlin Congregational Church. 


1985 Townwide Historic and Architectural Survey of Berlin, Connecticut. Survey # 178 
1835 Lewis Edwards current owner: Nancy & Daniel Moran Greek revival 


Lewis Edwards, the builder of this house, was a bookbinder. For a 
number of years in the mid-19th century, it was owned by the Woodruff 
family; later it became the Congregational Church parsonage, (another 
Greek Revival dwelling, built by Elishama Brandegee, (continued) 
serves as the present parsonage). The significance of the building 

is enhanced by its association with this important Berlin institution. 


Sketch 
2018 Town of Berlin GIS Index. 


1835 current owner: Nancy Moran 


Genealogy 
From 1825 to 1835 listing on Main St., [ Worthington 
Ridge], Berlin - 2nd building from north end. Lewis 
Edwards was a book binder; manufactured blank books. 
He was at 695 Worthington Ridge, Berlin circa 1833; 
shop in South yard. A cigar left by a workman ona 
Sunday burned down the shop. New shop was moved to Hart Street (Lower Lane). He moved to 
Norwich, CT about 1834 with his, brother, Elishsa and carried on the business for many years. Lewis 
joined Berlin Congregational Church on 29 NOV 1822, by Cerificate; later dismissed. He joined again on 
07 AUG 1831; later dismissed. 1855 Atlas, 1869 Atlas, North, Catherine. History of Berlin - p.176, Berlin 
Congregational Church Records - p.44, 47. Lewis Edwards (1799- ) son of Josiah Edwards & Rhoda 
Bulkley. He was a bookbinder. In 1823 he married Eliza Dunham. 

The Worthington Ecclesiastical Society owned the house May 9, 1863-April 14, 1870 as a parsonage. 
The earliest record shows Major Zebulon Richardson lived in a gambrel roof house in front of this house. 
His daughter Huldah married Lotan Beckley and lived there until 1825. Then John Lewis and Hannah 
Deming who sold the house to Lewis Edwards. He built the present house between 1828-1830. 
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59 SOUTH PROSPECT STREET, HARTFORD, CONNECTICUT 06106 


(203) 566-3005 ae 
DisTRICT 1F NR. SPECIFY 


#178 \ C)s Conn | Li actuct () Potentict 


STATE OF CONNECTICUT 
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J 1. BUILDING NAME (Common) (Historic) 


Lewis Edwards House 


TOWN CITY VILLAGE OUNTY 
Hartford 


0 NO NUMBER (and-or location) 
695 Worthington Ridge 10-3/106/5 
Sener Daniel M. & 
Oran, Nancy A. "" Berlin 06037 Orubiie LR] pPrivote 
~ USE (Presenid THintDIIeD 
Residence Residence 


6 TERIOR PUB! 1F VES, EXPLA 
ACCESSIBILITY Ex VBIBLE FROM PUBLIC ROAD INTERIOR ACCESSIOLE CAIN 
Topustic:| (Xlves [ne Cres Kno 


OF BUILDIN DATE O ON RU 1ON 
Greek Revival c. 1835 


8. MA RIALS) (Indicate use or lucation when appropriate) 


h 
[x) Clopboord 0 Asbestos Siding (j Brick cy Ceecnitp) 
i] Wood Shingle (acpuan Siding O Fieldstone 
OD Boord & Batten OD Stucco O Cobblestone 


ag ee Sitters Brownstone foundation, coursed ash] 


RUCTURAL SYSTEM 


Cx) Wood frame OD Post and beam O balloon 


0 Load bearing masonry a Structural iron or steel 


Oo Other (Specify) 
10 ROOF (Type) 


(x) Goble O Flot ie Maonsard 0 Monitor 0 sawtooth 
h 
D) cote Ose Onie DF Rouna Speesty 


(Material) 
Roll 
oO Wood Shingle Aspholt 0 Tin O Slate [x] Goble end to the street 
Other 
(x) Asphalt shingle ie Built up O Tile (Specify) Oj Ridge poralle! to the street 
11, NUMBER OF STORIES] APPROXIMATE DIMENSIONS 
2 2 Ze" 33! 
ONDITION (Strum turaly Chxtectm) 
, 
O Excellent tx Good 3 Foir 0 Deteriorated Oj Excellent OD Good fk) Fair O Deteriorated 
13. INTEGRITY (1. ation) WHEN? T Alterations) iF YES, EXPLAIN . 
site LC) moved [Jres [no] Later rear extension 
REL D OUTBUILDINGS OR L 0 P URES * 
0 Born OD Shed x) Gorage {x) Other londscape feotures or buildings (Specify) 


On knoll, large lot 


Carriage 
house c) Shop 0 Gorden 
1S SURROUNDING ENVIRONMENT 


O Open lond pees: [x] Residential is Senttcred buildings visible from site 


Indus- . oatiy - 
EN eorecaaectol trial (J Rural k) High building density 
16 INTERRELATIONSHIP OF BUILDING AND SURROUNDINGS 


North of meetinghouse, ‘on large lot. 


$ 


ee 
HR 11/84 
v NEGATIVE ON FILE 
N 9 a f 
- ? 
84 st 


PHOTO 


| COMPILED BY 


17 OTHER NOTABLE FEATURES OF BUILDING OR SITE (interior and/or exterior) 


The Lewis Edwards House has a three-bay facade with a right entry. The 
entry is sidelit with a paneled door and has paneled pilasters with a 
geometric design; a simple entry shelter with a plain frieze is lacking 
posts. First floor windows on all elevations have simple molded caps 
above a plain frieze. Windows are fitted with reproduction 6-over-6 
sash. Fluted corner pilasters rise to the plain frieze of the molded 
denticulate cornice. There is a full return of the cornice across the 
gable ends; a flushboarded tympanum features a large triangular attic 
window with a molded surround and dentils cut to plumb under the rakes. 
Cornice detailing carries on side elevations. There is a single side 
entry on the right, and various old and new extensions to the right 


rear. 


DESCRIPTION (Continued! 


The Lewis Edwards House is significant as a fine surviving example of 

the Greek Revival style, popular in the United States from about 1830- 
1850 and the first architectural style to achieve truly national dis- 
tribution. The gable-to-street orientation, fluted corner pilasters, 
main cornice entablature, and flushboarded tympanum are all intended to 
suggest the massing and masonry construction of the classical Greek 
temple. The window caps and plumb-cut dentils, more often seen on 
Federal dwellings, are consistent with this building's relatively 

early origins. The triangular attic light is a somewhat unusual Greek 
Revival feature which helps to emphasize the pediment shape of the gable. 


SIGNIFICANCE 


Lewis Edwards, the builder of this house, was a bookbinder. For a 

number of years in the mid-19th century, it was owned by the Woodruff 
family; later it became the Congregational Church parsonage, (another 
Greek Revival dwelling, built by Elishama Brandegee, (continued) 


1855 Atlas 
1869 Atlas 
North, p. 176 

Worthington Ridge Historic District Records 


DURCES 


Lewis Edwards House 


19. (continued): 


serves as the present parsonage). The significance of the building 
is enhanced by its association with this important Berlin institution. 


